
Vlogging and Vox Pops
with

Into Film Scotland

Thank you for joining us. The webinar will begin shortly. 

scottishbooktrust.com



Today’s session

•  Joining us today:
– Liam McCallum, Reading Schools Project Manager

– Frederick Leo, Into Film Scotland

– Jonathan Charles, Into Film Scotland

• Session outline:
– Introduction: Using Vlogs and Vox Pops with Reading Schools, the 

framework links, ideas and resources

– How to film a Vox Pop

– Creating your own book related Vlogs 

– Upcoming professional learning and opportunities

– Questions

scottishbooktrust.com



Using Vlogs and Vox Pops with 

Reading Schools

Key area 1.2.2: Learner Role 

Modelling

Learners visibly sharing reading with each other, 

peers supporting each other to develop their 

reading identities, peers sharing reading 

recommendations

Key area 2.3.4: Opportunities for 

learners to respond to what they’re 

reading

Allowing learners to express and share what they 

think about their reading and creative expression 

of individual reading identities

scottishbooktrust.com

2.5.1 Raising the profile of reading with 

families

Family engagement, encouraging reading at home, 

helping parents / carers to understand the value and 

enjoyment that comes from offering access to books at 

home

3.2.2 Monitoring progress

… gathering data about the impact of the initiatives; 

gathering learners, staff and parental viewpoints; 

monitoring and adapting activities



Evidence gathering and beyond…

www.readingschools.scot/resources 

www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources

www.readingschools.scot/funding 

scottishbooktrust.com

 Documenting activities and impact

 Collecting quotes, observations, attitudes and opinions

 Showcasing your learners’ work

 Cataloguing successes and challenges

 Supporting transitions

 Connecting with peers and partners 

 Communicating with families and the wider public

 Applying for funding

http://www.readingschools.scot/resources
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources
http://www.readingschools.scot/funding


Creating Vox Pops and Vlogs

with 

Into Film Scotland’s 

Frederick Leo and Jonathan Charles

scottishbooktrust.com



Creating Book Vlogs 

and Vox Pops

TRAINING

intofilm.org



What we do at Into Film
Stats from 2013–2025

50,000 young people engaged 

with in-school industry visits

75,000 educators trained

Over 1.5 million teaching 

resources downloaded

46,000 students engaged in practical 

filmmaking activity



Belfast

Edinburgh

Salford

Cardiff London

Into Film office 

locations

Into Film across the UK

OUR PARTNERS 

BFI

Bradford Media Literacy Project

Northern Ireland Creative Learning Centres

Subject associations

Our network of CPD practitioners.



Outcomes for today

Aims

• To explore how to make an effective book 

review vlog.

• To understand how to film a vox pop.

Outcomes

• To feel more confident in running 

filmmaking activities with your class. 



Vlogging for learning

A vlog was originally called a “video blog” and could 

be described as a personal channel where 

someone posts short videos they make themselves.

Some benefits of this format are...

Easy to start with minimal film equipment

Practises oracy skills 

Develops individual opinions and confidence

Quick to research and plan



What is a vox pop?

Vox pops are a style of interview where the 

interviewer goes out to a public space to ask 

members of the public their opinion on a 

particular topic.

Vox pops can make a standalone video or be 

part of a wider piece to add interest and a 

range of other opinions.



Five-step 
Filmmaking

© into Film (2021) All rights reserved. 

VIDEO



Five-Step Filmmaking approach

Think: Focus on the topic, reflect on connections to prior 

learning and think of creative ways to present learning.

Plan: Research ideas, plan responses through 

film/animation and create a script or storyboard of ideas.

Create: Shoot a film and edit the footage together.

Exhibit: Screen the films and celebrate your pupils’ hard 

work.

Evaluate: Discuss the filmmaking approaches and reflect 

on learning for next time.



5,4,3,2,1 filmmaking challenge

5,4,3,2,1 is a filmmaking 

activity which uses a brief as 

the basis of the task.

This allows teachers to tie it 

into a key area of the 

curriculum and enables the 

young people (and the film!) to 

stay focused.



5,4,3,2,1 across the curriculum

An example is this brief given to a primary school class.

Create a two-minute persuasive election speech, using:

• 5 shots

• 4 examples of alliteration

• 3 rhetorical questions

• 2 examples of hyperbole

• 1 curricular area.

Watch the film on the next slide. Did they meet the brief?



Persuading 
the public

© into Film (2022) All rights reserved. 

YOUTH-MADE FILM





Today’s filmmaking brief

We will be planning a short, filmed book review using 

the format of a vlog and a vox pop.

You must include:​

3 ​techniques the author used

2 contrasting opinions

1 book review​ed.

But before you start…



How do people use vlogs to talk 

about books and reading?

DISCUSSION



What is a review?

A review is an opinion that comments on how good 

or bad a book, film, play, or other work of art is. 

Reviews can have a wide range of formats, eg:

Telling a friend over coffee

Written film review for a magazine

Filmed and written book review for social media

Filmed game review for YouTube.



Film critic 
Danny Leigh’s 
top review 
writing tips

HIGHLIGHT



Five things to include in your 
review

1. Be original 

2. Elaborate, include more than just the plot

3. Compare and contrast with other films/books 

and add explanations

4. Make it personal explain how it made you feel

5. Be excited by the film/book and/or your 

opinion



Aoife’s review 
of Into the 
Woods

VLOG



Youth-made 
film – Vinyl, is 
it Dead?

VOX POP



Today’s filmmaking brief

Now we’ve had a think about vlogs and vox pops, it’s 

time to pick the book you are going to review.

Remember our brief:

3 ​techniques the author used

2 contrasting opinions

1 book review​ed.



Planning your review!

What did you like about the book?

What didn’t you like about the book?

Which parts will you remember the most 

and why?

Did it turn out how you expected?



Planning a vox pop interview

Where will you set up your vox pop?

What questions will you ask?

How will you approach people?

How will you record sound?

It’s important to plan a vox pop carefully.

Think about...



Single shot planning

For a single shot vlog, you can use this Shoot 

and Screen planner to plan your ideas and draw 

how your shot will look.



Camera shot types

Extreme wide shot

Long shot

Mid shot

Close-up

Extreme close-up



Three-point lighting

Vlogs often use very even light on their subject. 

One way to achieve this is through ‘Three-point 

lighting’.

As the name suggests there are 3 lights…

The key light

The fill light 

The back light 



Three-point lighting step-by-step

Just the key light. Key light and fill. Just the back light. All three lights.



Planning lighting

You can use lots of different light sources...

The sun

Phone torches

Lamps

Overhead lighting

The Lighting Planner activity sheet can help 

students think about how they will light their set.



Today’s filmmaking brief

Use one of the planning sheets to plan 

out your video review.

Remember, you must include:​

3 ​techniques the author used

2 contrasting opinions

1 book review​ed.



Final tips for filming reviews!

Rehearse by reading your review aloud. Use 

body language and pauses to emphasise any 

key points. Get a friend to give you some 

honest feedback.

Find a quiet location to film your review. Do a 

couple of practice runs with the camera. 

Once you’ve finished the Think and Plan, 

stages it’s time to Create...



Final tips for filming reviews!

Look back at your practice runs. Is the 

camera steady and well framed? Can the 

audience hear you clearly?

Is it interesting for the audience? Are 

there any bits you need to take out? How 

can you improve it?

Experiment! How could you use different 

camera shots, angles and locations to make 

it more interesting to watch?



Looking ahead

What have you taken away from today’s session? 

What has been most useful? 

What might you try out first? 

What might you need to adapt? 



Into Film+



Want to learn more?

Explore the free courses 

available on our online 

learning platform.

Learn more about using film 

and filmmaking for learning 

and engage with educators 

from across the UK.

Here is a link to our

Filmmaking Hub for 

educators:



Filmmaking competitions

Our filmmaking competitions are open to 

young people across the UK aged 5-19.

Film of the Month: Rewards films of any 

genre, exploring any theme. 

Curricular Film of the Month: Celebrates 

films created specifically to support curriculum 

learning.  

Into Film Awards: Showcases and rewards 

the best in youth school and community 

filmmaking at an annual event.



Careers in Film

Are your students interested in a career 

in the screen industries?

Visit our Careers in Film hub!

It was great to see Laura in action on set 

in the animation. The session was so well 

structured, and we were delighted to 

have had many questions answered.’

- Teacher, Hillside school Aberdeenshire

https://www.intofilm.org/theme/72/about


More from Into Film

www.intofilm.org/resources

www.intofilm.org/training

Social Media

Facebook: Into Film

Twitter: @intofilm_edu

http://www.intofilm.org/resources
http://www.intofilm.org/training


More from Into Film

Contact your regional coordinator:

edinburgh@intofilm.org

Other training we provide:

Mindfulness

Animation

Filmmaking

Careers in Film

mailto:edinburgh@intofilm.org
mailto:edinburgh@intofilm.org
mailto:edinburgh@intofilm.org


Thank you

We hope you enjoyed this session.

Before you go, we’d be grateful if you could 
complete a short survey to share your feedback.

https://intofilm.tfaforms.net/5010170

https://intofilm.tfaforms.net/5010170


Upcoming Reading Schools support 

and other opportunities

scottishbooktrust.com

Scottish Book Trust CLPL collection on Eventbrite

• Let’s Lend a Haun: Teaching Scots with Confidence – Tuesday 9 June, 
4.30-5.30pm

• Past Scottish Book Trust webinars for teachers and early years 

practitioners On demand

On-demand Webinars and Shared Practice showcases with speakers from 

schools across the country [Filter Resources by type: Training videos]

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/scottish-book-trust-10921342975
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lets-lend-a-haun-teaching-scots-with-confidence-tickets-1988008699536?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lets-lend-a-haun-teaching-scots-with-confidence-tickets-1988008699536?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/training/webinars-for-teachers-and-early-years
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/training/webinars-for-teachers-and-early-years
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/training/webinars-for-teachers-and-early-years
https://www.readingschools.scot/resources


Any questions..?
Pop them in the chat or unmute and 

speak with us!

scottishbooktrust.com



Thank you

edinburgh@intofilm.org

liam.mccallum@scottishbooktrust.com

readingschools@scottishbooktrust.com
    

Scottish Book Trust is a national charity changing lives through reading and writing. 

Registered company SC184248 | Scottish charity SC027669

Fb for email footer Tw for email footer In for email footer

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fscottishbktrust%2F&data=05%7C01%7CClara.Owen%40scottishbooktrust.com%7Cd217a9fd93aa41e52a2b08db7ec458c1%7Cb8caac85def4426b9546ecf28b79be16%7C1%7C0%7C638243153983000251%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ClUzK3x3w8ywnyzxz8IBsg24UftSF8CBzCRpy616KJs%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fscottishbktrust&data=05%7C01%7CClara.Owen%40scottishbooktrust.com%7Cd217a9fd93aa41e52a2b08db7ec458c1%7Cb8caac85def4426b9546ecf28b79be16%7C1%7C0%7C638243153983000251%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Cl3drH0AwlEpxbz25Af718%2BbdxtgPZvkDQ6M1QcNCiE%3D&reserved=0
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